Problem / Solution Project
Overview
Your project will identify a current problem and suggest a solution to that problem. Your project will be based around academic, peer reviewed research to both identify a problem and to suggest a solution.
Evaluation
Your Problem /Solution Project must meet all of the following requirements:
· You must find and use a minimum of 10 academic (peer reviewed) sources.  Each source should clearly relate to your problem/solution. An Annotated Bibliography is required, written in whichever citation style you are using this semester. Due Thursday 4/30/20 (see below for more details)
· A  Literature Review is also required. Due Thursday 4/30/20 (see details below)
· A problem must be clearly identified and a solution suggested, both of which are supported with credible, academic research in addition to sound reasoning.  A Precis is also required (see details below). Due 4/30/20
 
Assignment Description for Annotated Bibliography Due 4/30/20
 
Overview
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, websites, and other resources with annotations. Meaning that each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph (a.k.a. the annotation) to inform the reader (but really you the researcher) of the accuracy, quality, and relevance of the sources cited. Note: An annotation differs from a summary or abstract because an abstract or summary is only descriptive. An annotation is both descriptive and critical. 
 
Getting Started
Creating an annotated bibliography will require that you use a variety of intellectual skills: evaluation, analysis, and careful library research.  The first step is to locate and record citations to books, articles, websites, newspapers and/or other resources on your topic.  Briefly examine and review the actual items, then select those resources that provide the best information on your topic (do not include resources you know you will not use).  Second, cite your resources using the appropriate documentation style.  Finally, write a concise annotation consisting of at least 2-3 sentences of summary/description, at least 2-3 sentences of evaluation/assessment and at least 2-3 sentences of reflection for each source (see UCD Writing Center’s Annotated Bibliographies Handout).
 
Writing Annotations
For your 10 sources, write an annotation that includes the following:
· the MLA-style (or whichever citation style you are using this semester) bibliographic entry as it will appear on your Works Cited page
· a short summary of the source
· an evaluation of the quality of the source in terms of accuracy, authority, and overall usefulness
·  how this source will support or refute your thesis  
 
Format
Introduce each source with the appropriate MLA, APA, etc documentation. Write up the required information in paragraph form.
 
Correct Work Cited Information
Summary: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say?
Assessment: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. How is this source useful? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? Who is the audience?
Reflection: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. How was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?
 
 
Assignment Description for Annotated Lit Review Due 4/30/20
“A literature review is an essay that surveys, summarizes, links together, and assesses research in a given field.  It surveys the literature by reviewing a large body of work on a subject; it summarizes by noting the main conclusions and findings of the research; it links together works in the literature by showing how the information fits into the overall academic discussion and how the information relates to one another; it assesses the literature by noting areas of weakness, expansion, and contention”(UCD Writing Center “How-To Guides: Writing a Lit Review).  Write a 1500 word mini – Lit Review. 
Purpose
To help you formulate a thesis: An important part of research is developing a thesis that is debatable, interesting, and current. Writing a lit review can help you gain a good perspective on what is being said about your topic. By reading and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of view.
To help other researchers: Extensive and scholarly annotated bibliographies and lit reviews are sometimes published. They provide a comprehensive overview of everything that has been and is being said about that topic. You may not ever get your annotated bibliography published, but as a researcher, you might want to look for one that has been published about your topic.
All literature reviews MUST have:
• An introduction that indicates the general state of the literature on a given topic;
•A summary of the major findings in that field;
•A general progression from wider studies to smaller, more specifically‐focused studies;
•A conclusion that again notes the overall state of the research, albeit with a focus on the major synthesized conclusions, problems in the research, and even possible avenues of further research.
 
Assignment Description for Precis 
Writing a Rhetorical Precis (1,000 words) 
A rhetorical précis is a useful way to sum up your understanding of the problem you have identified and the solution you will suggest. Unlike a summary, a précis analytically condenses both the content and method of your problem/solution project.
 
How to structure a rhetorical précis:
Paragraph 1 (Roughly 250 words) Explain your problem and your solution. 
Why is it important? Who does it effect? What are the stakes?
 
Paragraph 2 (Roughly 250 words) Explain who your intended audience is. Who is the ideal audience to understand your problem and solution? Why? What interest/stake do they have in the topic? 
 
Paragraph 3 (Roughly 250 words) Explain your purpose. What do you want your audience to do, change, think, realize, etc. as a result of understanding your problem and solution?
 
Paragraph 4 (Roughly 250 words) Explain what you would create to both express the existence of your problem and the benefit of your solution. Will it be written? Which genre will you use? Or text type will you create? Why is this genre or text type best for your problem/solution? Will it be an app, or an organization, or company? Why? How will that address and solve the problem? Will it be something else? A new law or ordinance or policy? What? Why?
